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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

“Sharing the  

Ointment  

for Jesus’ Feet,           

Giving God  

our Very Best”  
Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 

Celebrating God’s love  

by worshipping God, 

caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 

 

BERGY’S BABBLE:   
 

DEATH’S DEAD … SURPRISE!!! 
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 Easter is inconceivable.  If there would have been an inkling of a 

suspicion of the Event of early Sunday morning, the disciples would have 

been there with a brass band, a Herodian SWAT team would have set up 

snipers, and Pilate would have deployed a century of hand picked troops 

bristling with blades.  The best informed players in the drama anticipated 

absolutely nothing except business as usual……Surprise! 
 

 After all, we are very familiar with how this world works.  We 

have mapped and charted it extensively.  There’s good stuff and there’s 

bad stuff.  Embrace the good and avoid the bad.   
 

 Our comfort zone is basically our reality tunnel which is a tiny 

navigable matrix that we assume addresses the better part of the reality in 

which we act. But the infinitesimally narrow spectrum of which we are 

aware is rarely cognizant of even the vastness and joy of the Kingdom of 

God, much less the possibility of an Easter Surprise.   My best guess is 

that the receptors necessary to fully know the Kingdom of God and Cele-

brate the Feast that has no end are growing now in life’s experiences but 

don’t really kick in full tilt boogie until after bodily death. 
 

 Who knows? Maybe a caterpillar can’t even ‘see’ butterflies. It 

just plods on through the same consensus reality that we do. Discovering 

itself here, it notices both plenty and scarcity.   
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 While striving for plenty, it notices that stuff runs out and we run 

down.  Understanding that one day all the leaves will be eaten and hun-

ger will set in, and feeling the grinding entropy of 24 arthritic knees, 

mentally exhausted from the vigilance of anticipating predation, there is 

only one thing left. Run away.  Have a burial plan.  Build the cocoon, 

crawl in, and give it up………Surprise! 
 

 Easter is amazing! We celebrate a surprise that we know nothing 

about because it’s a surprise.  For now, our best guess about Easter is 

Good Friday.  Good Friday sits at the pinnacle of the formula that the 

world runs out, runs down, and we run away. That’s okay.  It is pur-

posive.  Each of us has our own way of getting there, but in the final 

analysis it is still the burial plan writ large.  And then…..Surprise! 
 

 What else can one say?  I’m not going to feed you a line of 

schmooze about harps and wings and a J.S. Bach and Jimi Hendrix Reun-

ion Concert.  I couldn’t with a straight face brag on bevies of virginal 

bathing beauties or Jacuzzis of Key Lime Pie.  One could wax eloquent 

about flying Harleys, teleportation, and transmigration of consciousness 

into other forms.  While attempting to describe the indescribable every-

one promotes their favorite anticipated ecstasies that transcend the for-

mula, “Run out, run down, run away.” 
 

 It is enough to affirm that everything in life has purpose. Events, 

however we define them, lead to a future in God.  What is coming is bet-

ter than you could ever imagine or possibly anticipate.  You will be sur-

prised! 

 Check out Revelation 21:1-4.  God will be with you. He has a 

7000 thread count hanky wiping your eyes and holding your pain and 

grief. Quit looking over your shoulder. Death’s dead!  It’s a new (not re-

constituted, but re-created) earth and heaven.  Trust the process.  Trust 

God. 

 Everything by which we reach self-definition and individuation 

and awareness and response were helpful once perhaps, but have now 

gone away.  Run down, run out, and run away are unnecessary.  Here’s 

the new formula/paradigm: 
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… /// … Bergy’s Babble:  Death’s Dead … Surprise!!! 
 

DEATH’S DEAD, LIFE’S ETERNAL, GRACE ABOUNDS!!! 
 

“And He who sat upon the throne said, “Behold, I make all things 

new.”…………………………. Surprise!!! 
 

See you in worship………………………… Bergy. 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The Friendship Club will meet April 20th. Please join us for good fellow-

ship, good food, and a lot of fun. Games will begin at 3:00 p.m. and pot-

luck supper will be served at 5:00 p.m. Our hostesses will provide dessert 

so please bring your favorite covered dish to share.  Our hostesses will 

be: 
 

Barbara Sledge           713-465-4554 

Frances Duncan        713-464-0897 

Nancy Beamesderfer 281-814-4153 

Are you interested in serving God and Holy Cross on your time with 

your computer? Consider taking over scheduling Communion Assistants 

while I am still here to help!  I expect to be moving later this year.  This 

service has been done on my time and can also be handled when I am out 

of town as well. Pray about this.  Give me a call to learn more and/or to 

volunteer.  Thanks, Dottie Taylor (713) 669-9285. 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS                                                      

SCHEDULER NEEDED 
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HCLC COUNCIL MINUTES 

MARCH 17, 2013 
 

The meeting was called to order at 11:40 a.m. Present at the meeting 

were John Stokes, Wayne Schaper, Wendy Lambeth, Pastor Jhon, Sharon 

Wagner, Alvin Garza, Sandra Williams, Nancy Beamesderfer, AIM 

Karen Davidson, Mike Appling and Carol Prokofieff. 
   

Pastor Jim Berggren was on vacation.    

Registration for Synod Assembly will be due on April 1st. Represen-

tatives from our congregation are being selected.   

Lenten services are going well.   

There will be a Maundy Thursday service and Sunday school will 

provide the Easter breakfast.   

Repairs on the oven (FLC) are in progress.   

Spring Branch ISD requested use of the Volunteer Room to hold 

early election voting and Council approved.   

Council will hold a retreat on April 21, with both ingoing and outgo-

ing members, to review the questionnaires submitted by congregation 

members and to plan responses.   

The next council meeting will be on April 21. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 12:45. 

 

Submitted by 

Wendy Lambeth, secretary 

Installation of newly elected HCLC Council Officers             

will be held on  Sunday, April 07, 2013. 
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BRUNCH BUNCH  
 

Brunch Bunch meets again on Sunday, April 21, at Sale'-Sucre', a French 

Bistro specializing in crepes, although the menu goes far beyond just 

crepes! It is located at 2916 White Oak Drive (also known as 6th Street) 

in the Heights. Take I-10 to Studemont exit, left on Studemont, left at the 

White Oak/6th St. light, and it is on the right just after Tailgate restau-

rant. Parking is also available in a lot across the street on the left before 

you reach the restaurant. 
 

What/who is Brunch Bunch? 
 

Brunch Bunch meets the third Sunday of each month at a different res-

taurant at 11:45am. It is open to anyone in the congregation who enjoys 

the following: no slicing, no dicing, just eating, chatting, and leaving   

the dishes!! Our contact for reservations is Jeanette Dukleth              

jdukleth@gmail.com or  her cell (832) 326 7214. She would appreciate 

reservations by the Wednesday before Brunch Bunch meets, in this case 

April17.  Come join us!! 
Judy Hungerford 

FOOD PANTRY  - DID YOU KNOW? 

That the new front porch cover was provided by Albert & Michelle 

Rathmell, friends of the Pantry. 

That paving tiles, wheelchair ramps, and benches are being provided 

and installed by the Eagle Project of Luke Dupree. 

That there are food drives nearly every weekend thru April from area 

schools. 

That St. Mark Lutheran & Terrace UMC hold a food drive every 

month for the pantry. 

That there are two new Churches asking to participate in the pantry. 

Christ Evangelical Presbyterian Church, and Christ the King Presby-

terian Church. 

That the Pantry has two new volunteers from Holy Cross: Louise 

McDonnold and L. D. Kaltwasser. 

That the Food Pantry is developing its own website which can be ac-

cessed at this address: http://eastspringbranchfoodpantry.com.  More 

will be added in the future. 

 

http://eastspringbranchfoodpantry.com
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SECOND FAMILY CARE TEAM 
 

 Our Second Family group is under the auspices of Interfaith Care-

Partners for guidance, training and research.  They now offer 6 free Care-

giver Conferences in the Houston area.  All of them are well organized, 

with competent speakers and information that is crucial to providing care 

for your loved ones.  The next one is on Saturday, April 6, 2013, from 

8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Epiphany of the Lord Catholic Church in Katy, 

Texas.  It will include workshops on VA, Medicaid and Texas Benefits, 

managing dementia care, caregiving with stoke survivors, understanding 

hospice care and faith and spirituality in caregiving - and a LOT 

more!  Following that conference is one on Saturday, April 27, 2013, at 

Christ Church United Methodist in The Woodlands, Texas.  At this con-

ference free care will be provided for your loved one while you attend the 

meetings!  Both conferences are FREE with LUNCH provided and many 

exhibits and much information.  Please see copies of the brochures that 

are on the information table in the narthex! 
  

 Additionally, we now have 56 Gathering Places where your loved 

one with dementia can enjoy socialization, lunch, crafts and activities in a 

safe and protected environment and you can visit with others providing 

caregiving to dementia patients.  Please contact any of the Second Family 

team for information on these. 
  

 Our Second Family team is currently restricted in the types of 

care we can provide.  We can only transport people to doctor's appoint-

ments if they are ambulatory and no wheelchairs are necessary.  We can 

pick up groceries or run errands, bring meals, bring church bulletins to 

you, keep in contact with you, visit and always offer prayers for 

you.  Thank you for your prayers for our team. 

Sandra Williams 
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MARCH - 2013 

03   Marilyn & Ted Flick  

10   To the Glory of God 

17   Alvin & Deborah Garza 

24   The Wignes family 

31   To the Glory of God 

Altar Flowers were donated by: 

 CHANGES 
 

Continuing their faith journey in other places: 
 

Jim and Nancy Becker Trinity Lutheran, Dallas, Oregon 

Mike and Pat Johnson  St. James Lutheran, Llano, Texas 

Michael and Teresa Wrye Messiah Lutheran, Cypress, Texas 

 

Walking their faith journey with Holy Cross: 

STUART, Virginia 
8100 Cypresswood Dr. 

Apt. 0217  

Spring, TX 77379 

 

Libby Alexander 
14 Pine Creek 

Houston, Texas 77055 

(713) 465-1044 
 

Anna and Fred Gardner 
7838 Leaf Point Ct. 

Houston, Texas 77095 

(281) 855-0469 
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 The saying goes, “April showers bring May flowers.”  Goodness 

knows we could use some of those April showers.  And to be sure, the 

beautiful gardens, wildflowers, and special varieties of flora in our part of 

the world are evidence of God's glory.  Look around you.  Even the tiny 

light green leaves that are beginning to dress the tree just outside my win-

dow give proof of the new life that is coming, the new life that is God's   

promise. 

 

 We have much to be thankful for.  But I remember a time in my 

life (happily over 30 years ago!) when these gifts of beauty went unseen,  

unacknowledged.  The unbeautiful part of my life was all consuming.   

By the grace of God, this has turned around for me.   

 

 If I am ringing any bells, if you can identify,  please know that 

God's grace is there for you, too.  You have only to reach out for it.  We 

at Stephen Ministry are prepared to meet with you, to hear you, to pray 

with you, to find peace with you. 

 

 Please contact either Pastor Berggren, AiM Davidson, or me to 

set up an interview.  We're here for you. 

 

 

 God’s blessing, 

 

 Marge Carroll 

 Stephen Ministry Coordinator 
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Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

 2 Lois Massey 

 3 Julia Yanta 

 4 Doris Anne Drosche 

 Albert Leps 

 6 Jeanette Dukleth 

 7 Michael O’Connor 

10 Bernard Hansen 

          Nairna Mira 

11 Richard Daze 

 Dorothy Taylor 

 Briando Moreno 

13 Hans Sunder 

 Sara Alanis 

14 Ricardo Maldonado 

15 David Farley 

 Herlinda Méndez 

18 Ann Larson 

 Samantha de León 

19 Ernest Luker 

20 Al Pivonka 

22 Margaret Drushel 

 Patrick Kilkenny 

 Lindsay Doler 

25 Mim Wignes 

 26 Leticia Cortez 

27 Benita Alvarado 

28 Ed Cooper 

29 Betty Boeker 

 Ethan Fisher 

 Georgene Schwartz 

 Jennifer Navarro 

30 Tommy Roberts 

The Alpha and Omega Neighborhood Circle will meet in the Family Life 

Center Annex on April 7, 2013 at 5:00 p.m.  Gloria Mc Garvey 713-686-

3252 will be our host.  Stan Weiss 281-497-1791 will co-host. 

ALPHA & OMEGA  

Lucy Candler 
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READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL  

APRIL 2013 

DATE 1st READING PSALM 2nd READING GOSPEL 

04/07/2013 Acts 5:27-32 118:14-29 Revelation 1:4-8 John 20:19-31 

04/14/2013 Acts 9:1-6 30 Revelation 5:11-14 John 21:1-19 

04/21/2013 Acts 9:36-43 23 Revelation 7:9-17 John 10:22-30 

04/28/2013 Acts 11:1-18 148 Revelation 21:1-6 John 13:31-35 

Dear Holy Cross Church Family, 
 

Your prayers, hospital and home visits, calls, cards, beautiful flowers 

and lovely dinners were very heart warming during my recent illness 

and recovering.  I thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for your 

thoughtfulness and generosity.  Your care and concern helped me   

believe that I would get better.  God bless you Holy Cross Family! 
 

Please pray for the artist, Ginny and her husband, Don; neither is 

well.   

Love, Jeanette Dukleth 



11 

R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

FEBRUARY 2013 
 

English Services: 121 

English Ash Wednesday = 81 

English Lenten Services :   

12 noon = 39   /   7 p.m.  = 15 

Spanish Services: 92 

Spanish Ash Wednesday = 59 
 

CHURCH          

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Friday 

8:30 am - 2:30 pm 

 

Holy Cross  

Lutheran Church’s  

 E-MAIL address is:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers in the     

Narthex. Suggested donation  

is $45.00 and $10.00 for a rose. 

Remember in prayer the  

homebound, disabled, long-term ill,  

and prolonged recovering.  

Ella Brezina 

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Betty Dodson 

Doris Anne Drosche 

Sig Ellerman 

Nancy Mendel 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Dorothy Storenski 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 
 

Bill Alexander 

Dorsey Alexander 

Ed Cooper 

Gene Fogt 

Clarice Gross 

Ray Hartfiel 

Carol Kirsch 

Cindy Lappe 

Alma Laubenberg 

Lois Massie 

Betty Mooney 

Martha A. Nakamura 

Jane O’Connor 

Walter Ruthstrom 

Glen Schwartz 

Kathleen Schwertlich 

Jon Wahlberg 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  

FEBRUARY 2013 
 

  Receipts     $ 37,195.85        

                    Expenses      36,098.16 

                    Balance  <  $  1,097.69  > 
Operational receipts                                                         

      year to date received   …….      $  66,827.85       

Expenditures year to date  …….         70,673.45 

Balance                           ……   < $   3,845.60 > 

R E M E M B E R  I N  Y O U R  P R A Y E R S  

Prayer Chain   
If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer  

Request emails and would like to,          

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713)254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails are sent 

out daily, so if you are on the email list 

and did not receive any email,                  

please contact Renee. 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Spring Branch 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran  Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr. — Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253    Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:      hclc@holycross.us 
 

Web Site:  www.holycross.us 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 email :  jberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor  
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate In Ministry
 email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 email : hclc@holycross.us 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Matthew Coffey                               Choir Director 
Cathy Elijah    Organist 
Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 
Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

(713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Mike Appling                                  President 
Carol Prokofieff                                Vice President 
Wendy Lambeth                                       Secretary   
Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 
 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School :  10:30—11:15 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  10:30 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

11:30 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 


